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The first salvo in the war 
on religion was fired long 
before the official declara-
tion of hostilities.

It came in an angry phone call to 
small-town attorney Deano Ware.  
When Ware picked up the phone in 
his office in the tiny Detroit suburb of 
Redford, Mich., population 48,362, he 
had no idea that it would ultimately 
entangle him in what The Wall Street 
Journal would term one of “the most 
important religious liberty cases in a 
half century.”

Ware was stunned to get an ear-
ful from another attorney who was 
threatening to use the full might of 
the federal government to close down 
Ware’s little church, Hosanna-Tabor 
Lutheran Church.

The lawyer at the other end of the 
line represented a woman who had 
been a minister at Hosanna-Tabor 
several years past. Her job only rarely 
entailed leading prayer services at the 
school; her primary function was to 
teach children. The church referred to 
her as a “called teacher” and a minis-
ter.

She had left her job at the church 
in 2004 due to a mysterious health 

problem. Hosanna-Tabor’s policy 
held that any employee would be ter-
minated after missing several months 
of work. With a new school year loom-
ing, the church hired a replacement.

Nonetheless, the former employee 
showed up, insisting she be rehired. 
She said she had been diagnosed with 
narcolepsy, a chronic sleep disorder 
that causes victims to fall asleep at 
inappropriate times. And she was 
claiming she had been terminated in 
violation of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

The Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission (EEOC), which was 
first established in the historic Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, announced it was 
taking up the woman’s cause. She re-
fused to settle for less than $200,000. 
Ware knew that would bankrupt his 
little church, which only had about 
120 active members.

That Ware didn’t immediately give 
up and advise the church to file for 
bankruptcy probably had a lot to do 
with his gritty, inner-city background. 
When he was 7, Ware says, his parents 
dropped him off at his grandparents. 
Without parental guidance from that 
point forward, Ware grew up in one 

of those rough neighborhoods where 
kids are more likely to be sent to pris-
on than to college. Yet he harbored an 
improbable dream — to be a lawyer.

His escape came courtesy of the 
U.S. Army. Ware enlisted, and his 
high test scores landed him a slot in 
the Judge Advocate General’s legal of-
fice in Heidelberg, Germany. 

After leaving the Army, Ware 
earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Michigan State. With a family to sup-
port, he began working as a manager 
at a restaurant. But he never forgot 
his dream of becoming a lawyer.

A devout Christian, Ware began 
praying for providential guidance. 
And like so many believers, after 
praying long and hard he began to 
sense he was receiving an answer.

“The Lord kept telling me . . . ‘I 
need you to do something. You’re go-
ing to do something for me,” Ware 
tells Newsmax. “You’re going to take 
something to the highest court in the 
land.’” 

With that assurance, Ware began 
attending law school at night and 
earned his law degree. 

He eventually passed the bar, 
opened up a small practice, and 

Obama vs. 
Religious Freedom

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of  

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom  

of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,  

and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

— First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States
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Norman Rockwell’s Freedom of Worship: “Each According to the Dictates of His Own Conscience”
Rockwell’s 1943 illustration captures the constitutional right to religious freedom and was used  

as part of President Franklin Roosevelt’s “Four Freedoms” campaign during World War II.
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joined the church. When Ware got the 
call from the other attorney, he wasn’t 
even Hosanna-Tabor’s legal counsel. 
The church was too poor to aff ord 
one. But he began researching the 
law anyway, and decided the church’s 
best chance for survival was a little-
known legal provision called “minis-
terial exception.”

The ministerial exception simply 
meant the government could not force 
churches to retain any minister. Gen-
der, disability, and sexual-orientation 
cases did not merit special protection 
if those employees were ministers. In 
other words, the government’s social-
justice imperative did not trump the 
foundational First Amendment right 
to practice one’s religion.

After all, what good was the First 
Amendment if the government could 
tell a church which pastor to retain?

It was on precisely this ground  that 
the church won a summary judgment 
at the trial level. But the Obama-era 
EEOC wouldn’t take no for an an-
swer.

In October 2009, the EEOC ap-
pealed to the Sixth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Cincinnati, arguing that 
the teacher who had been terminated 
was not actually a minister, and there-
fore was not protected by the ministe-
rial exception. 

The Sixth Circuit has 25 judges. Of 
the three who heard the EEOC’s Ho-
sanna-Tabor case, one was a Reagan 
appointee, one was a Clinton appoin-
tee, and one was nominated fi rst by 
Clinton, and then later re-nominated 
by George W. Bush in an eff ort to 
loosen a logjam of appointments that 
were being blocked by Democrats. 

The three judges noted that the 
fi red worker only spent about 45 
minutes per day on religious duties. 
Because she spent most of her time 
teaching rather than preaching, the 
appeals court reversed the lower 
court’s decision. It ordered the case to 
be tried without reference to the reli-
gious status of the parties involved. 

“The Lord kept 
telling me . . . 
‘I need you to 
do something. 
You’re going to do 
something for me. 
You’re going to 
take something to 
the highest court 
in the land.’ ”

— Attorney 
Deano Ware
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Ware thought that missed the 
point, however. If the government 
could dictate who was or was not a 
minister, a rabbi, a pastor, or priest, 
what religious liberty was left? “That 
to me was the core constitutional is-
sue,” he tells Newsmax, “that a court is 
going to tell a church now who is and 
who is not their minister. Somebody 
we’ve ordained or commissioned, and 
trained, and now the court is going to 
tell us she’s not a minister.”

The Sixth Circuit’s verdict in 
March 2010 was a devastating set-
back, and Ware advised his church 
elders to prepare for possible bank-
ruptcy. The little church in a Detroit 
suburb was on the verge of being 
snuff ed out by the federal bureaucra-
cy. But the Sixth Circuit ruling also 
proved to be a blessing in disguise. 
The case drew national publicity.

Not long after that court rejected 
Ware’s claim of ministerial exception, 
he received a call from The Becket 
Fund for Religious Liberty.

The Washington, D.C.-based, non-
profi t religious liberty organization 
off ered to help him appeal the Sixth 
Circuit’s ruling to the Supreme Court, 
which had never ruled on the minis-
terial exception. It agreed to hear the 
case. Once and for all, the court would 
decide whether the federal govern-
ment could use equal-employment 
laws to tell churches whom to retain 
as ministers.

In October, Ware bought a train 
ticket, booked a hotel room, and ar-
rived in Washington, D.C., to hear 
the oral arguments. He arrived with 
less than $50 to his name. His church 
had been unable to pay his legal bills. 

He’d poured his last dollar into de-
fending Hosanna-Tabor.

By trying to save his church from 
bankruptcy, he’d nearly bankrupted 
himself. But Ware hadn’t made it out 
of Detroit’s inner-city by giving up 
without a fi ght. For religious-liberty 
advocates, the stakes could hardly 
have been higher.

If Ware and The Becket Fund lost, 
it would set back the cause of religious 
liberty for a generation. Leaders of 
churches, synagogues, and mosques 
around the country would have to op-
erate knowing the EEOC, or any oth-
er part of the federal bureaucracy for 
that matter, could step in at any time 
to veto their decisions.

If, on the other hand, the little 
church could prevail against the gov-
ernment’s battalion of attorneys, the 
“ministerial exception” would fi nally 
enjoy the ultimate imprimatur. Win-
ning Hosanna-Tabor might put the 
brakes on an administration that 
had boldly asserted its power to sue 
churches and to reduce the tax incen-
tives for contributions to charities.

After the oral arguments, Ware 
took the train back to Detroit to re-
turn to a struggling law practice and 
a marriage that was breaking up be-
cause he couldn’t pay his bills.

In January, the Supreme Court 
rendered its decision. Ware says: 
“I’d already told the Lord, ‘If we win, 
wherever I’m at, I’m going to drop 
to my knees immediately and thank 
you.’ And that’s exactly what I did. 
Luckily, I was in my offi  ce.”

The court’s opinion blasted the 
administration’s case as “extreme” 
and “untenable,” and granted the 

“The civil rights of none shall be abridged on account of 

religious belief or worship, nor shall any national religion be 

established, nor shall the full and equal rights of conscience 

be in any manner, or on any pretext, infringed.”

— Founding Father James Madison, speech to Congress, June 8, 1789 

SPIRITUAL CALLING  
Deano Ware outside 

Hosanna-Tabor  Lutheran 
Church in Michigan.
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First Amendment protection 
for a ministerial exception. 
What “blew all of us away,” 
Ware says, was the vote tally. 
The unanimous 9-0 decision 
was hailed by legal scholars 
as perhaps the most impor-
tant religious-liberty case in 
a generation. “The exception 
ensures that the authority to 
select and control who will 
minister to the faithful is the 
church’s alone,” declared Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts. 

Even President Obama’s own ju-
dicial appointees to the Supreme 
Court, Justices Elena Kagan and 
Sonia Sotomayor, had rejected the 
administration’s attempt to deny the 
ministerial exception under the First 
Amendment.

The Wall Street Journal described 
the verdict as “a crushing rebuke to 
the Obama administration.” GOP 
presidential hopeful Mitt Romney 
praised the decision, saying: “We are 
very fortunate [to have people] who 
are willing to stand up for religious 

tolerance and religious liberty and 
the First Amendment of this Consti-
tution in this country.”

The unanimous ruling sent a clear 
message: The judicial branch wasn’t 
waging the war on religion. That was 
coming from the executive.              

But if Hosanna-Tabor repre-
sented the fi rst fi refi ght, the 
administration’s offi  cial dec-

laration of hostility toward religion 
came on Jan. 20 with what appeared 
to be a routine exercise in bureaucrat-
ic rulemaking by Health and Human 
Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. 

On that date, she announced 
the fi nal rules that employ-
ers would have to follow un-
der the Patient Protection 
and Aff ordable Care Act, aka 
Obamacare, in the healthcare 
coverage they off ered their 
employees.

The new rules required 
that all employers, including 
faith-based service ministries 
and charities, off er insurance 

to their employees that would cover 
“preventive services” free of charge. 
These services included contracep-
tion, the morning-after pill, and ster-
ilizations.

Only organizations that met the 
HHS’s narrow defi nition of a “reli-
gious employer” — churches, syna-
gogues, and mosques — would be able 
to avoid the requirement by qualify-
ing for an exemption.

Sebelius announced: “This deci-
sion was made after very careful con-
sideration, including the important 
concerns some have raised about 
religious liberty. I believe this pro-

posal strikes the appropriate 
balance between respecting 
religious freedom and in-
creasing access to important 
preventive services.”  

Catholic and Protestant 
leaders saw the regulations 
quite diff erently, as nothing 
less than an eff ort to limit 
the expression of religion in 
America. They had tried for 
months to get the adminis-
tration to adopt Obamacare 
regulations that would not 
force charitable outreach 
ministries to off er their em-
ployees services that violated 
essential church principles. 
But Sebelius’s announce-
ment signaled that eff ort had 
clearly failed.  

The Catholic Church per-
ceived the regulations as an 
assault on its conscientious-

TOUGH PILL   Sebelius and Obama announce the mandate for 
“preventive services,” causing an uproar over religious freedom. 

The great unknown of the 2012 
presidential race is whether voters 

will decide to re-elect President Obama 
despite his provocative stand on religious-
liberty issues.

The answer may depend on swing-state 
Catholics. In 2008, exit polls showed that 
Catholics broke for Obama by 54 to 45 
percent. But since then, many Catholics 
have expressed “buyer’s remorse” over 
their choice.

If the faith of swing-state Catholics 
in Obama wavers, his campaign is in 
big trouble. Ten swing states control 
130 of the 270 delegates needed to win 
the presidency — and all of them have 
substantial Catholic-voter populations.   
SOURCES: Pewforum.org, U.S. Religious Landscape Survey; 270ToWin.com

Are Swing-State Catholics 
Losing Their Faith in Obama?

 Colorado 19%  9    

 Florida 26%  29

 Iowa   25% 6

 Nevada  27% 6

 New Hampshire 29% 4

 North Carolina 9% 15

 Ohio 21% 18

 Pennsylvania 29% 20

 Virginia 14% 13

 Wisconsin 29% 10
 

  % Catholic Available 
 Swing State Population  Delegates
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10
1. “All-Comers” Rules on College Campuses 
Colleges are so worried Christian groups expect their leaders 
and members to actually be, well, Christians that they have 
adopted “all-comers” policies. All comers must be allowed 
to join — or lead — all groups. When Vanderbilt University 
adopted an “all-comers” policy, state legislators were so 
alarmed they passed a bill to nix it. 

2. Banning Crosses in the Mojave National Preserve That 
Honor Fallen Heroes
Despite a previous Supreme Court ruling that a cross erected 
on the Mojave National Preserve to honor World War I 
Veterans could remain, anti-religious groups are challenging 
the placement of two 13-foot crosses atop a hill at Camp 
Pendleton in honor of Marines who died fighting the war 
on terror. The Thomas More Law Center is among those 
defending the cross.

3. Editing “God” Out of “God Bless the USA” 
In Bellingham, Mass., fourth graders were rehearsing 
a popular Lee Greenwood song. But politically correct 
elementary-school o� icials changed the lyrics to “We love 
the USA.” Parents complained, and school o� icials canceled 
the concert. The superintendent of schools later announced 
students would be allowed to sing the song unabridged.

4. Requiring Pharmacists to Stock “Morning After” Pills — 
Despite Their Moral Objections 
The Becket Fund challenged a directive from Washington 
state ordering all pharmacists, regardless of their religious 
convictions, to stock morning-after pills, and won. But the 
verdict is under appeal to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The American Center for Law and Justice has challenged a 
similar law in Illinois.   

5. Revoking Christian Foster-Care Programs
Who could possibly oppose faith-based adoption and 
foster care? The answer: Boston, San Francisco, the District 
of Columbia, and Illinois. The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops says these jurisdictions have revoked charities’ 
licenses and contracts “because those charities refused to 
place children with same-sex couples or unmarried opposite-
sex couples who cohabitate.” 

6. Air Force Takes Aim at the Bible
The American Family Association accuses Air Force leaders 
of anti-religious bias, and are sponsoring a letter-writing 
campaign.” The Air Force has stopped providing Bibles at its 
lodging facilities, removed the word “God” from the logo of 
its Rapid Capabilities o� ice, and backed o�  its support for the 
Operation Christmas Child charity at the Air Force Academy. 

7. Blacklisting the 10 Commandments  
The ACLU sued the Giles County School Board in Roanoke, 
Va., because it allowed the 10 Commandments to be 
displayed along with the Magna Carta, the Mayflower 
Compact, and the Declaration of Independence. It was 
part of a display on the foundations of American law and 
government. Matthew D. Staver’s Liberty Counsel came to 
the school board’s defense, and has argued the case before 
the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Virginia. 

8. Obstructing Small-Church Meetings
New York City has banned religious groups from renting the 
same public-school auditoriums that are available to a host 
of secular groups. The Alliance Defense Fund represented 
one group, the Bronx Household of Faith, in a lawsuit against 
the city. Sixty other ministries were also a� ected. After an 
initial injunction, the courts upheld the city’s right to deny 
renting to church groups.

9. Secularizing Easter
Religious-liberty pioneer Kevin J. “Seamus” Hasson reports 
the school system in Lansing, Mich., considered the Easter 
Bunny too sectarian. So it hosted a “Breakfast with the 
Special Bunny” event instead. The public library in Arlington, 
Va., re-named its annual Easter egg hunt “Spring Egg Roll.” It 
relented when its decision became a laughingstock, Hasson 
says.  

10. Stoking the War on Christmas
New assaults on Christmas occur every year now. In 2011, 
three Christmas carolers dressed in Victorian garb were 
tossed out of a post o� ice in Silver Spring, Md., for the 
o� ense of singing Christmas tunes on government property.  

— David A. Patten

Religious liberty has been in the headlines ever since the 
Department of Health and Human Services sought to 

redefi ne which types of faith-based organizations would be 
fully protected by the First Amendment. But many other 
crusades are under way against religion. Here is Newsmax’s 
list of the top 10 other threats to religious freedom in America:

Top Threats to America’s 
Religious Freedoms

eligious liberty has been in the headlines ever since the 
Department of Health and Human Services sought to 

redefi ne which types of faith-based organizations would be 

crusades are under way against religion. Here is Newsmax’s 
list of the top 10 other threats to religious freedom in America:

Top Threats to America’s 
Religious Freedoms
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objector status in the 
realm of reproductive 
services — the church 
will not provide abortion 
or birth-control services 
to patients, or its employ-
ees. 

The Archdiocese of 
Washington, D.C., led by 
Cardinal Donald Wuerl, 
blasted the rules as “an 
unprecedented attack by 
the federal government 
on one of America’s most 
cherished freedoms.”

Requiring faith-based 
organizations to off er sterilizations 
and abortion-inducing drugs de-
lighted Planned Parenthood and the 
secular left. But it brought on several 
unintended consequences.

It united socially-conservative 
Catholics and evangelicals in a way 
a thousand ecumenical conferences 
could never do. 

Tony Perkins’ Family Research 
Council issued a letter signed by 
2,500 pastors and evangelical lead-
ers vowing solidarity with Catholics. 
Conservatives in Congress reacted 
as well. 

“This is much, much bigger than 
about contraception,” said GOP 
Rep. Paul Ryan of Wisconsin. “This 
is about religious freedom, First 
Amendment rights, and how this pro-
gressive philosophy of fungible rights 

of a living breathing Con-
stitution really clashes 
and collides with these 
core rights that we built 
our society and country 
around.”

Craftily, they believed 
their stance requiring 
Catholic and other reli-
gious institutions to pro-
vide birth control would 
be viewed purely as an is-
sue involving contracep-
tion and women’s repro-
ductive freedom, which 
enjoyed broad support 
from women and inde-
pendent voters according 
to various polls. 

At fi rst, that appeared 
to be the public’s percep-
tion — until the Catholic 
Church fi red back.

In May, Catholic leaders launched 
what could be the largest religious-
liberty legal action ever. A dozen law-
suits were fi led on behalf of 43 organi-
zations nationwide. 

The lawsuit fi led in U.S. District 
Court in the Eastern District of New 
York, on behalf of the Archdiocese 
of New York that is led by Cardinal 
Dolan, charged: “In order to safe-
guard their religious freedoms, reli-
gious organizations must plead with 
the government for a determination 
that they are suffi  ciently ‘religious.’”

With that broadside, the issue sud-
denly risked alienating mainstream 
Catholics generally. The obvious 
question: Why would the administra-
tion go out of its way to pick a fi ght 
with people of faith, just months be-
fore the November elections?

George J. Marlin, the conservative 
columnist and best-selling author of 
Narcissist Nation: Refl ections of a Blue-
State Conservative, thinks he knows 
the answer. 

“Obama’s assault on religious lib-
erty is by design,” he tells Newsmax. 
“Secular ideologists like Obama want 
people to look to the state or them-
selves for guidance, not to organized 
religion. In eff ect, they want to substi-
tute religious values with the enlight-
ened, utilitarian values of the mana-
gerial elite.”

Discouraging Catholic institu-
tions, he says, could induce them to 
hand over to government the keys of 
their soup kitchens, adoption agen-
cies, homeless shelters, and hospitals. 

For months leading up to the 
Sebelius announcement, Car-
dinal Dolan of New York and 

other Catholic leaders tried to work 
out a compromise with the White 
House. And Dolan thought he had.

In March, the Cardinal told The 
Wall Street Journal that Obama prom-
ised during an Oval Offi  ce meeting 
that HHS regulations would respect 
“the rights of conscience.”

“So you can imagine the chagrin,” 
Dolan told the Journal’s James Taran-
to, “when [President Obama] called 
me at the end of January to say that 
the mandates remain in place and 
that there would be no substantive 
change.” The nation’s No. 1 Catho-
lic leader was charging the president 
with breaking his word.

After reneging on the promise 
to respect churches’ “rights of con-
science,” the administration off ered 
them a one-year transition period 
before the mandate would take eff ect. 
Dolan said this amounted to giving 
Catholics “a year to fi gure out how to 
violate [their] consciences.”

The administration did off er an 
exemption to “religious employers” 
to avoid off ering services they found 
morally unacceptable. At the same 

CHRISTIANS OF ALL 
STRIPES   Across: Paul Ryan, 
E.J. Dionne, Tony Perkins. 
Vertical: Cardinal Donald 
Wuerl, Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan, MSNBC host Chris 
Matthews.
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The Founding Fathers wrote the First 
Amendment to bequeath religious 

liberty to future generations. Yet it was 
people like Kevin Hasson who ensured 
the inheritance was actually delivered.    

Hasson is the founder and driving 
force behind The Becket Fund for 
Religious Liberty.

The Becket Fund was a key player 
in the Supreme Court’s extraordinary 
9-0 verdict earlier this year in the 
Hosanna-Tabor Lutheran Church v. 
EEOC case, which recognized for the 
first time the constitutional right of 
religious organizations to choose their 
own ministers free from government 
interference.

Hasson was a Catholic altar boy. 
He later earned a master’s degree in 
theology from Notre Dame, and later 
become one of the nation’s leading 
guardians of religious liberty. “Faith 
answers the deepest longing of the 
human heart,” Hasson says. “It is a 
quintessentially human act. And that 
is a point that even the most devout 
atheist should be able to grant.”

Hasson made his name in 
Washington circles at the powerhouse 
Williams & Connolly law firm focusing 
on religious liberty.

In 1994, he left the firm to found The 
Becket Fund, a non-profit defender of 
religious liberty.

Newsmax asked Hasson why the 
enemies of religion attack public 
expressions of faith. His perspective: 
The secularists believe the West is free, 
and relatively peaceful, only because 
it is “untainted by fanatical devotion to 
absolute truths.”  

They therefore seek to marginalize 
religion as much as possible and foment 
a “synthetic, one-size-fits-all culture.”

He tells Newsmax: “As we’ll see, that’s 
literally inhuman. It’s also self-defeating. 
It doesn’t resolve the culture war.”

Hasson sees an even greater danger 
to American religious life, however: 
a culture that appears increasingly 
indi� erent to religious pursuits. “Faith 
is seen as nothing more than a private 
pursuit roughly akin to golf or sailing.”

The cure, Hasson believes, is for 
religious expression to once again be 
welcomed in public life.

“And for that to happen,” he adds, 
“people of all faiths must constantly 
remind Caesar that he is, after all, only 
Caesar. He may not demand what 
belongs to God.”  

— Dave Eberhart

Time to Remind 
Caesar He Isn’t God

R E L I G I O U S  L I B E R T Y  P I O N E E R :

time, it established three tough condi-
tions to meet in order to qualify.

The fi rst required an organization 
to be devoted to the “inculcation of 
religious values.” Organizations that 
expressed their religious beliefs by 
acting on them in public, perhaps 
by helping poor children purchase 
school supplies, for example, would 
not qualify for the exemption as their 
activities transcended “inculcation.”

The inculcation rule meant Chris-
tians could preach to the homeless 
shivering on the streets of Boston. But 
if they opened a shelter to help them, 
they would lose their religious exemp-
tion.

Kyle Duncan, general counsel for 
the Becket Fund, observed, “The gov-
ernment seems to be saying, You can 
go worship in a church, but when it 
comes to being out there in civil soci-
ety and doing something for people, 
you are going to have to get in line 
with everybody else.”

The church decried the rules as an 
“unprecedented attack” on religious 
freedom. 

The second condition for the ex-
emption that also had to be met: A 
majority of an organization’s employ-
ees would have to share its values. It 
seemed likely any faith-based charity 
seeking a religious exemption would 
fi nd itself squeezed between equal-
employment laws on the one hand, 
and the religious-exemption require-
ments on the other.

The third and most troublesome 
hurdle to religious autonomy: A ma-
jority of those served by an organiza-
tion must share its religious values. 
For Catholics, the notion of imposing 
a religious litmus test for someone in 
dire need, which was what the gov-
ernment seemed to be suggesting, 
was repugnant.

As Marlin speculates, it was almost 
as if the rules were designed to en-
courage faith-based organizations to 
stop serving the community. Catho-
lics see service to life’s disadvantaged 

RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS  Kevin Hasson, right, 

founder of The Becket Fund, 
with the Dalai  Lama.
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B Y  PA U L  S C I C C H I TA N O  A N D  K AT H L E E N  WA LT E R

Cuban-born actor andy garcia tells newsmax.
TV in an exclusive interview that he sees parallels 
between his new movie chronicling the fi ght 

for religious freedom in 1920s Mexico and the current 
struggle of America’s Catholics against the Obama 
administration’s attack on their religious beliefs.

 “Where is that line drawn . . .  the concept of religious 
freedom — or even a greater concept which is absolute 
freedom,” declares Garcia. “How deeply does the 
government get involved in your personal decisions as 
an individual? In this case — dealing with a movie — 
it’s about your right to practice your faith. And so this 
is been something unfortunately that’s been going on 
that repeats itself in history.”  Garcia’s new movie, “For 
Greater Glory,” opened in nearly 800 theaters on June 1.

‘It’s About Your      Right to Practice Your Faith’ 
Renowned actor Andy Garcia tells 
Newsmax that the right to practice 
religion — free from government 
intrusion — is sacrosanct.

‘ F O R  G R E AT E R  G L O R Y ’

MEXICO’S STRUGGLE  Andy Garcia stars in The Greater Glory, 
which depicts Mexican citizens in their fight for religious freedom.

as a core element of their faith. “By 
a stroke of the pen and a defi nition,” 
said Jane Belford, chancellor of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, D.C., 
“they have defi ned away our religious 
freedom, to make it only ‘freedom to 
worship.’”

Under the federal guidelines, 
Mother Theresa would not have qual-
ifi ed for a religious exemption, Bel-
ford said. 

The regulations also raised the is-
sue of how the exemption would be 
enforced. Would government inspec-
tors review and verify churches’ ex-
emption claims? Would Big Brother 
conduct surveys to ascertain whether 
the beliefs of employees and clients 
matched those of the church?  

The backlash was fast and furious.

Cardinals Dolan and Wuerl protested 
the new policy. Even liberal Catho-
lics, including Washington Post col-
umnist E.J. Dionne and MSNBC host 
Chris Matthews, criticized the rules. 

Facing a potential split within 
his own party, President Obama re-
framed the debate in remarks made 
in February that were carefully cali-
brated to give progressive Catholics 
the fi g leaf they needed to return to 
the Democratic fold. 

He promised a vague accommo-
dation of Catholics’ moral concerns 
by shifting the responsibility for free 
reproductive services onto the insur-
ance companies rather than the insti-
tutions themselves; and secondly, he 
characterized any further opposition 
as an attack on a woman’s right to 

control her own 

body. “Religious liberty will be pro-
tected,” Obama promised, “and a law 
that requires free preventive care will 
not discriminate against women.”

But Catholic leaders, who went to 
great lengths to state they were not 
proposing a prohibition on contra-
ception, felt requiring the insurance 
carriers to foot the bill was disingenu-
ous. Many Catholic charities and in-
stitutions are self-insured. If outside 
insurance carriers were used, they 
would simply jack up their premiums.

Obama’s speech left Democrats 
believing that they were winning the 
battle for women’s votes in swing 
states. But there were growing signs 
the battle for religious liberty was 
just beginning, culminating in a 
May 21 announcement of a massive 
legal counter-attack by the Catholic 
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‘It’s About Your      Right to Practice Your Faith’ 
Garcia sees similarities to his family’s 

own struggle for freedom from the 
communist government they fl ed when he 
was only 5 years old. “In the case of Cuba, 
it wasn’t only religious freedom, obviously 
there was all aspects of human rights 
curtailed — and still are for that matter,” 
acknowledged Garcia. “The church has 
fi nally come in a little bit, but it’s only a 
little bit.”

 Garcia plays Gen. Gorostieta, a retired 
military man who at fi rst thinks he has 
nothing personal at stake as he and his wife 
(Golden Globe nominee Eva Longoria) 
watch Mexico fall into a violent civil war 
that centered on the vicious persecution of 
Roman Catholics and strict enforcement of anti-religious 
laws.

 The Cristero War, also known as the Cristiada, took 
place between 1926 and 1929, pitting Mexican forces 
with support from the Mexican government against the 
Catholic Church. 

“Certainly what’s being protested today 
by the Catholic Church is not to the degree 
of what went down in Mexico in the ’20s. 
But the essence of it — there is an argument 
there,” observes Garcia, whose character 
commands the freedom-fi ghters in the face 
of an oppressive Mexican president, while 
struggling with his own faith. “Does anyone 
feel that any government could cross the 
boundary of what your personal right is as a 
human being?”

 The movie picked up an unexpected 
endorsement from Archbishop William 
E. Lori of Baltimore, who chairs the U.S. 
Catholic Conference of Bishops Ad Hoc 
Committee for Religious Liberty.  Lori 

described it as an “excellent fi lm” that tells an all-but-
forgotten story. “The sacrifi ces and hardships endured 
by those who would not renounce Christ helped preserve 
the religious liberty of millions,” he wrote.  In addition to 
Garcia and Longoria, the cast is also headlined by acting 
legend Peter O’Toole, who plays Father Christopher.  

ARCHBISHOP LORI 

Church in defense of religious liberty.
The church fi led a dozen law-

suits simultaneously on behalf of 43 
Catholic organizations, including 
the Archdiocese of New York and the 
Archdiocese of Washington, D.C. The 
plaintiff s included the University of 
Notre Dame, which in 2009 presented 
Obama with an honorary degree de-
spite his support for abortion rights.  

The issues raised by the Hosan-
na-Tabor case bear an uncan-
ny similarity to the HHS eff ort 

to defi ne what constitutes a “religious 
employer.” Both cases refl ected an ef-
fort to elevate an issue of social justice 
above other rights vouchsafed by the 
First Amendment.

They also sought to constrain reli-
gion by defi ning it. The government, 

in other words, did not attack the First 
Amendment directly. Rather, it said 
certain employees or organizations 
did not fall under the First Amend-
ment’s protection because they were 
not, in the government’s view, quint-
essentially religious.

Despite the 9-0 Ho-
sanna-Tabor ruling, it 
is by no means clear 
whether defenders of re-
ligious liberty will defeat 
the attempt to impose 
the contraception man-
date.  A 1990 Supreme 
Court decision, Employment Division 
v. Smith, held that organizations can-
not shield themselves behind religion 
in order to evade generally applicable 
laws. So the plaintiff s know a host of 
legal land mines await them. 

All of which raises a deeper issue: 
Why is the administration so deter-
mined to limit the rights of charities, 
which provide desperately needed so-
cial services? “This is wrong. It is un-
fair,” declared GOP Rep. Jeff  Forten-

berry of Nebraska. 
“Why would the federal 
government seek to un-
dermine these extraor-
dinary institutions of 
care?”

In the nation’s capital 
alone, Catholic-affi  liat-
ed entities provide ser-

vices to over 100,000 people per year. 
It is not clear how local governments 
would cope. That concern is not theo-
retical. According to the United States 
Con ference of Catholic Bishops, 
Catholic adoption and foster care 

REP. FORTENBERRY
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ministries have been forced out of 
business in Boston, San Francisco, 
the District of Columbia, and Illinois 
for refusing to place children with 
same-sex couples or unmarried het-
erosexual couples.

Author Marlin believes techno-
cratic elites know that turmoil would 
follow any mass shutdown of Catho-
lic social services. But he says they 
would gladly accept that price in re-
turn for a long-term monopoly on 
the entitlement state. “These big gov-
ernment guys are what they are, and 
they’ll put up with chaos for a while in 
order to get their way,” he says.

Ware agrees that larger forces are 
at play: “You have an anti-religious, 
liberal government in place now. 
They have as an agenda to basically 
eviscerate . . . religion in our society.”

As for the political debate, Demo-
crats believe they’ll win as long as the 
president keeps the media focused on 
a woman’s right to contraception.  

Marlin, however, believes the ad-
ministration may have miscalculated 
the reaction of swing-state Catholics. 
“Older Catholics who stayed home 
four years ago may well come out this 
year,” he says. “For the 1 to 4 percent 
of the Catholic voters in those states 
who come out again to vote along so-
cial lines, that can tip things over.”

Ware does not pretend to know 
what the political outcome will be. 
But based on his Hosanna-Tabor ex-
perience, he believes he can predict 
the legal outcome.

 “What the court ruled unanimous-
ly in our case was that the principle of 
freedom of religion is larger than any 
exception that Congress can write 
into a law. It exists separate and apart 
from not only the exceptions, but the 
law itself,” he says.

“It’s part of our Constitution and 
the fabric of this nation. So they’re 
gonna lose that. I can almost tell you 
that more confidently than I could 
have told you about the outcome in 
Hosanna-Tabor.”                                    

Battle for Religious 
Liberty Overseas
The assault on religious liberty is not 

limited to the United States. Just 
ask conservative author and columnist 
Ann Coulter.

The University of Ottawa’s Campus 
Conservatives 
organization invited 
Coulter to address 
the group in March 
2010. But even before 
she could speak, 
Francois Houle, the 
university’s academic 
vice president and 
provost, threatened 
that Coulter could be 
criminally prosecuted 
for what she was 
going to say.

“Promoting 
hatred against any 
identifiable group 
would not only be 
considered inappropriate, but could in 
fact lead to criminal charges,” Houle 
warned her. 

The next day, a rock- and stick-
wielding mob forced authorities to 
cancel Coulter’s event. 

Hate-crime laws have been used 
repeatedly against Christian activists in 
Canada who support the right to life and 
traditional marriage.

In January, the British Columbia 
Supreme Court refused an appeal by 
two activists arrested for violating 
the province’s “bubble zone” around 
abortion clinics. Their crime: Displaying 

a cross and carrying a sign that quoted 
the biblical commandment “Thou shalt 
not kill.”

The Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has taken up the cause 

of religious liberty. 
It wrote a 12-page 

pastoral letter in 
May, defending the 
right of Christians 
to publicly voice 
their views on policy 
issues.

The United 
Kingdom, 
meanwhile, is 
struggling with its 
own religious-liberty 
issues.

 In April 2010, 
authorities arrested 
a Christian preacher 
for stating that 

homosexual conduct was a sin. 
Authorities later dropped that case. A 
month later Britain’s Welsh government 
notified Catholic schools that by 
teaching opposition to gay marriage 
they were breaking the law.

More recently, Britain’s gay police 
minister, Nick Herbert, proclaimed that 
voicing opposition to gay marriage is 
“not acceptable.”

He told the London Evening 
Standard in May that gay marriage 
is “nothing more or less than a 
fundamental issue of equality.”   
                                          — Andrew Henry

s p e e c h  u n d e r  s i e g e

targeting Coulter  
Protesters gather in Alberta. 

In Ottawa, Coulter was 
threatened with criminal 

prosecution. 

Coulter
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