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No congregation should have its right of religious liberty curtailed solely because some of its 
neighbors disapprove of its religious beliefs. 

 
 

n 2010, the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro sought to build a new mosque in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, where they could worship God in peace on their own property. Although it made 

every effort to reach out to its neighbors in friendship, the congregation was subjected to a 
campaign of protest and violence, including vandalism, a bomb threat, and even arson. 
 
This campaign of violence was accompanied by a legal campaign in which the congregation’s 
opponents claimed that the Muslim religion—one of the world’s largest—was not really a 
religion, but a political movement seeking to impose “sharia” on the United States. As a result of 
the legal battle, a local judge has issued a ruling forbidding the congregation from entering its 
newly completed building. After years of following both the letter and the spirit of the law, the 
congregation is again seeking permission to use its building—this time in the hope that it will be 
permitted to do so before the start of Ramadan. 
 
We, the undersigned, represent a diverse array of religious beliefs and have disagreements on a 
wide variety of theological, political, and social matters. But we are united in supporting the right 
of the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro to gather in peace on their own property for their 
celebration of Ramadan. 
 
We deplore the vandalism, arson, and bomb threats directed at this congregation. No 
congregation of any religion should ever be the target of violence for any reason. 
 
We recognize that the word “sharia” can be used in a wide variety of ways and can be the subject 
of vigorous debate within our political and religious communities. But shrill, sensationalist 
rhetoric about “sharia” should not be used as a pretext to deprive Muslims of their right under the 
United States Constitution to the free exercise of religion. 
 
We emphatically support the right of the Islamic Center of Murfreesboro—on an equal basis 
with any other type of religious congregation—to build a house of worship in the City of 
Murfreesboro and to use its own property for religious exercise. We repeat: No congregation 
should have its right of religious liberty curtailed solely because some of its neighbors 
disapprove of its religious beliefs. Mosques must be respected and honored just as churches must 
be respected and honored. 
 
Finally, we call on all Americans of good will to join us in supporting the religious liberty of the 
Islamic Center of Murfreesboro. When the liberty of one faith is abridged, the liberty of all 
faiths—and all citizens—is threatened. Therefore, we stand united in our dedication to the First 
Amendment, the Constitution, and the inalienable right of religious liberty for all. 
 

I 
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Sincerely,
 
William P. Mumma 
President 
The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty 
 
American Civil Liberties Union 
 
American Civil Liberties Union of Tennessee 
 
American Islamic Congress 
 
American Jewish Committee 
 
Anti-Defamation League 
 
Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty 
 
Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good 
 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the U.S. & Canada 
 
Disciples Justice Action Network 
 
Hindu American Foundation 
 
Interfaith Alliance Foundation 
 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) 
 
Islamic Society of North America 
 
Muslim Public Affairs Council 
 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 
 
Queens Federation of Churches 
 
Sikh Coalition 
 
Sojourners 
 
United Church of Christ 
 
Richard W. Garnett 
Professor of Law and Associate Dean  
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Notre Dame Law School * 
 
Soren Johnson 
Special Assistant to the Bishop 
Catholic Diocese of Arlington 
 
Robert P. George 
McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence 
Princeton University* 
 
Allen Hertzke  
Presidential Professor of Political Science  
University of Oklahoma * 
 
Douglas Laycock  
Robert E. Scott Distinguished Professor of Law  
University of Virginia Law School* 
 
Michael W. McConnell  
Richard & Frances Mallery Professor 
Director of the Constitutional Law Center 
Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution  
Stanford Law School* 
 
Thomas C. Berg 
James L. Oberstar Professor of Law and Public Policy 
University of St. Thomas School of Law *  
 
Nicholas A. Tsambassis 
Vice President, Nashville Chapter 
Americans United for the Separation of Church and State 
 
Steven Smith 
Warren Distinguished Professor of Law 
Executive Director of Institute for Law and Religion 
University of San Diego * 
 
Turkish American Chamber of Commerce Southeast 
 
Mustafa A. Ahmed 
Director 
Foundation for Islamic Education  
 
International Coalition for Religious Freedom 
 
International Institute for Religious Freedom 
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Suhag A. Shukla 
Hindu American Foundation 
Executive Director and Legal Counsel 
 
Helen Alvaré  
Associate Professor of Law 
George Mason University * 
 
Kathryn H. Anderson 
Professor 
Vanderbilt University * 
 
Rev. Canon Stephen Askew 
Episcopal Church, Diocese of East Tennessee 
 
Sahar Aziz 
Associate Professor   
Texas Wesleyan School of Law* 
 
Christina Bakle 
Secretary 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cookeville, TN  
 
James Barritt  
Americans United for Separation of Church and State  
 
Francis J. Beckwith 
Professor of Philosophy and Church-State Studies 
Baylor University*  
 
Michael D. Bess 
Chancellor’s Professor of History; Professor of European Studies 
Vanderbilt University *  
 
Rev. Emeritus Howard Box 
Minister of the Oak Ridge Unitarian Universalist Church 
 
John Boyer 
4304 Ann Fitz Hugh Dr 
Annandale, VA 22003 
 
Rev. Bryan Brooks  
Pastor 
Blackman United Methodist Church 
Murfreesboro, TN 
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Jennifer Bryson 
Director 
Islam and Civil Society Project 
Witherspoon Institute *  
 
Rev. J.W. Calhoun  
    
Rev. William Campbell 
United Methodist Campus Minister 
Wesley Foundation at Middle Tennessee State University* 
 
Rev. Suzanne Cate 
St. James Episcopal Church 
 
Rev. Amy Cates 
Associate Minister 
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Tullahoma, TN 
 
John Cavadini  
Director 
Institute for Church Life 
University of Notre Dame* 
 
Elizabeth Clark 
Professor and Associate Director 
International Center for Law and Religious Studies  
Brigham Young University *     
      
Joseph L. Cumming 
Director  
Reconciliation Program, Yale Center for Faith & Culture 
Yale University Divinity School * 
 
Rev. Francis De Hennessy 
Ordained Methodist elder 
Nashville, TN 
 
Patrick J. Deneen 
Frank Potenziani Associate Professor of Constitutional Studies   
Dept. of Political Science, University of Notre Dame *  
 
Co-Pastors Larry and Carolyn Dipboye   
Grace Covenant Church        
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Paul Dokecki 
Professor of Psychology and Director of Graduate Studies 
Vanderbilt University * 
 
W. Cole Durham Jr. 
Susa Young Gates Professor of Law 
Director, International Center for Law and Religion Studies  
J. Reuben Clark Law School 
Brigham Young University * 
 
Thomas Farr 
Director 
The Religious Freedom Project 
The Berkley Center of Georgetown University* 
 
John Feldhacker 
Ordained Elder 
West End United Methodist Church 
Nashville, TN 
 
Rev. Brian Fesler  
Church of Scientology 
Nashville, TN 
 
Rev. Anne Fraley 
Episcopal Priest 
 
Matthew Franck 
Director 
William E. and Carol G. Simon Center on Religion and the Constitution 
Witherspoon Institute * 
 
Rev. Marcia Free 
Co-President of the Knoxville (Interfaith) Ministerial Association 
Church of the Savior, United Church of Christ 
  
Rabbi and Dr. Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer, Ph. D.  
Associate Professor of Religious Studies 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College * 
 
Bruce Gordon 
Americans United for Separation of Church and State 
 
Pat Halper 
Reverend Kay Harvey 
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United Methodist Church in TN 
 
Rev. Jackson W. Henry  
Minister of Music and Worship 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
 
Mary Hinton 
Greater Nashville Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
 
Co-Pastor Judy Hoffman 
United Methodist Church 
Nashville, TN 
 
Professor of New Testament 
The School of Theology at the University of the South * 
 
Dr. Leroy Huizenga 
Director 
Christian Leadership Center 
University of Mary * 
 
Richard R. Jesse, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Business Administration Emeritus 
University of Vermont * 
 
Molly M. Jesse, M.A.T. 
Essex, VT 
 
Dr. Byron Johnson, Ph. D. 
Distinguished Professor of the Social Studies 
Director of Institute for Studies of Religion 
Director of the Program on Prosocial Behavior 
Baylor University *   
 
Rev. Richard L. Killmer 
Executive Director 
National Religious Campaign Against Torture  
      
Rev. N.J. L’Heureux Jr. 
Executive Director 
Queens Federation of Churches 
Moderator, Committee on Religious Liberty, National Council of Churches   
 
Rev. Karen Langford 
Ordained Interfaith Minister 
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Rev. Dr. Ken Brooker Langston    
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the U.S. & Canada 
Executive Director of Disciples Center for Public Witness 
Justice Advocacy Consultant for Office of the General Minister and President 
 
Rev. Cathie Leimenstoll 
United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. Tanya M. Peres Lemons 
Associate Professor of Anthropology 
Middle Tennessee State University * 
 
Dr. Kent E. Lewis            
Pastor  
Christ Lutheran Church 
 
Phil Loubere 
Professor  
Middle Tennessee State University *  
 
Christopher Lund 
Assistant Professor of Law 
Wayne State University Law School * 
 
Paul Marshall 
Senior Fellow 
Center for Religious Freedom 
Hudson Institute 
 
Wilfred McClay  
SunTrust Chair of Excellence in Humanities   
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga*  
 
Ronald A. Messier  
TN resident and retired professor of Islamic studies at Vanderbilt* and MTSU* 
 
Robert T. Miller           
Professor of Law           
Villanova University School of Law* 
 
Dr. James David Miller           
Retired United Methodist clergy 
 
David Mills    
Executive Editor           
First Things 
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Carter Moody 
Past Chair 
Nashville Task Force on Refugees and Immigrants 
 
Frank C. Newbell          
Americans United for Separation of Church and State 
 
William R. Northrup            
Stonewall Mission Church 
 
Abdul Rashied Omar, Ph.D.  
Research Scholar of Islamic Studies & Peacebuilding 
Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies 
University of Notre Dame * 
 
Michael Perry  
Robert W. Woodruff Professor of Law  
Emory University School of Law * 
 
Daniel Philpott 
Associate Professor Political Science and Peace Studies 
University of Notre Dame * 
 
Ramesh Ponnuru 
Senior Editor  
National Review 
 
Rev. Erin Racine   
Coordinating Pastor, Congregational Care 
Brentwood United Methodist Church in TN 
 
Rev. Danny Rhodes            
United Methodist Church 
 
Rabbis Philip and Laurie Rice         
Congregation Micah  
Brentwood, TN 
  
Mark L. Rienzi 
Assistant Professor 
Catholic University of America, Columbus School of Law * 
 
Susie Webb Ries 
Vestry member 
Christ Church Cathedral, Nashville, TN 
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Melissa Rogers 
Director 
Center for Religion and Public Affairs 
Wake Forest University Divinity School * 
 
Janet M. Rosemergy, Ph.D. 
Brookmeade Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ    
 
Rev. Brian Rossbert  
Pastor 
Dalewood United Methodist Church 
 
Fred Rotondaro 
Chair 
Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good 
 
Daniel E. Schafer 
Professor of History 
Belmont Abbey College 
 
Dicksie Schmitt 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
Cookeville, TN 
 
Matthew Schmitz 
Deputy Editor 
First Things  
 
Dr. Linda G. Seward 
Professor 
Speech and Theater Department 
Middle Tennessee State University * 
 
Timothy Samuel Shah 
Associate Director and Scholar in Residence 
Religious Freedom Project 
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace & World Affairs 
Georgetown University * 
 
Rabbi Rami Shapiro 
Middle Tennessee State University * 
 
MaryBeth Smith 
Youth and Family Ministry Director 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
Tullahoma, TN 
 
 
Richard Stith 
Professor of Law 
Valparaiso University School of Law * 
 
James E. Strickland 
Deacon (ret.) 
United Methodist Church in Tennessee 
 
Trey Suiter 
Professor and Research Fellow 
Acton Institute 
 
Glenn S. Sunshine 
Professor of History 
Department Chair 
Central Connecticut State University * 
 
Rev. Dr. Prof. Emeritus Eugene TeSelle 
Vanderbilt University * 
 
Doug Traversa 
Lay Minister 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Tullahoma, TN 
 
Pastor Davie Tucker Jr. 
Beech Creek Baptist Church 
 
Anthony Vance 
Director of the Office of Public Affairs 
Bahá'ís of the United States 
 
Rev. J. Brent Walker 
Executive Director 
Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty 
 
Rev. Ann Walling 
Episcopal Priest (ret.) 
 
Brian Walsh 
American Religious Freedom Program 
Ethics and Public Policy Center 
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Edward Whelan 
President 
Ethics and Public Policy Center 
 
Bishop Jesse Williams 
Campbell Chapel Baptist Church, Bolivar, TN 
 
Rev. Janet Wolf 
United Methodist Church 
 
Rev. Nancy Zoller 
Concord United Methodist Church, Rockvale, TN 
 
Rev. Lucinda Nelson 
Director of Music and Arts Ministries 
Blackman United Methodist Church 
Murfreesboro, TN 
 
President Dan Fefferman 
International Coalition for Religious Freedom 
 
Rev. Adam Kelchner 
Co-Campus Minister 
Belmont Wesley Fellowship 
Belmont United Methodist Church 
 
North American Religious Liberty Association 
 
Melissa Reid 
Executive Director 
North American Religious Liberty Association 
 
Ralph Singh 
Chair  
Wisdom Thinkers Network  
 
Joseph K. Grieboski 
Founder and Chairman of the Board 
The Institute on Religion and Public Policy 
 


